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The new Director, Dr. T. C. Dunne, was 
born in Fremantle where he received his 
primary and secondary education. After 
winning a Government exhibition and the 
Henry Seeligson scholarship at the age 
of 16, he enrolled in the faculty of Agri-
culture in the University. He gained the 
degree of B.Sc. (Agric.) in 1925 and was 
awarded the Amy Saw scholarship for 
post graduate study. During 1926 he 
worked in the Wheat Branch of the 
Department of Agriculture until his depar-
ture for the U.S.A. at the end of that year. 
He entered the University of California 
and commenced post graduate studies in 
plant physiology, plant nutrition and plant 
pathology. He was awarded a Hacket 
scholarship in the same year. After four 
years at California during the course of 
which his studies and research work gained 
him the degree of M.S. and Ph.D., Dr. 
Dunne spent four months at the plant 
breeding station in the University of Wales, 
which was then the leading institution in 
the world for pasture research. 
On his return to Western Australia in 
1931 Dr. Dunne was appointed Govern-
ment Agrostologist and was seconded to 
work under the Merchants' Agricultural 
Research Fund with headquarters at 
Muresk Agricultural College. This appoint-
ment marked the commencement of his 
long and continuing association with 
Western Australian farming problems. In 
the six years at Muresk he was engaged on 
pasture work in the wheat and sheep areas, 
and in the south-west and southern dairy-
ing districts. During that period he was the 
author of numerous papers one of which, 
written in 1934 in collaboration with F. L. 
Shier, entitled "A Modified Rotation for 
the Wheat Belt," was the first recom-
mendation in Australia for the practices 
which are now known as "ley" farming 
and which are the basis of a permanent 
agriculture involving cropping. 
From 1937-1947 Dr. Dunne carried out 
research in the Horticultural Branch of 
the Department. His investigations were 
concerned with the mineral nutrition of 
fruit trees and vines, the pollination and 
setting of grapes and storage disorders of 
various fruits. 
During the war he acted as honorary 
technologist for dehydration and canning 
and as executive officer of the Vegetable 
Seeds Protection Committee. 
In 1947 Dr. Dunne was appointed Chief 
Plant Research Officer in the Department 
of Agriculture in charge of the Plant 
Research Branch. The work of the branch 
5 Journal of Agriculture, Vol 2 No 1, 1961
included studies of the mineral nutrition 
and mineral element deficiencies of cereals, 
pastures, tree fruits, vines, bananas, 
tobacco and vegetables, crop and pasture 
problems associated with the development 
and agricultural use of light lands and 
studies of pasture management as affect-
ing botanical composition of pastures and 
effective extraction by animals. 
Investigations undertaken into the pro-
blems of light land development, usually 
in association with the Wheat and Sheep 
Division, enabled a relatively simple pro-
cedure to be evolved. This consisted of 
thorough cultivation and adequate super-
phosphate applications together with zinc 
and copper fertilisers for both cereals and 
clover. Methods for establishing pastures 
in higher rainfall areas less suitable for 
cereals were investigated. As part of that 
programme the Esperance Plains research 
station was established. On established 
pastures in the south-west and southern 
areas spectacular increases in production 
were obtained by proving that growth was 
restricted by deficiencies of zinc, molyb-
denum or potassium and by recommending 
the use of fertilisers containing those 
elements. 
In January, 1956, Dr. Dunne was 
appointed Deputy Director of Agriculture. 
He became Acting Director on September 
5. 1960, and was appointed Director on 
September 21, 1960. 
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A loading ramp with which beekeepers with the electric winches and boom loaders lift their drams of honey 
an to their trucks. Western Australia leads the rest of the Commonwealth in using 44 gallon drams to handle 
their honey crop. With the saying in tins, the drums pay for themselves on their second trip to the honey packer. 
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